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BACKGROUND
This report is compiled for the United Nations Higher Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).  The UNHCR undertook the funding for the attendance of three delegates comprising of Judges, Members of the Refugee Appeals Authority of South Africa and Executive Members of the Africa Chapter to the 12th World Conference of the Internal Association of Refugee and Migration Judges held in San Jose, Costa Rica from 17-21 February 2020.  The extent of funding referred to above include the return airfare (economy class) to Costa Rica, the hotel accommodation including meals and a per diem allowance for every overnight stay.
PRE-CONFERENCE TRAINING SESSIONS
At the onset of this report, it must be mentioned that the 12th World Conference was preceded by the Pre-Conference Training Sessions – Basic/Intermediate and Advanced Levels – on 17-18 February 2020.  The training sessions were attended by the greater majority of conference delegates and were presented in Spanish and English with the assistance of interpreters. 
The Basic/Intermediate sessions were presented to local Judges in Spanish.  The sessions were dealt with by senior and leading judges from different jurisdictions. Discussions were followed by practical exercises by way of case studies proved to be very engaging.
The Basic/Intermediate sessions dealt with topics such as:
· Who is a refugee;
· Effective interviewing techniques for Refugee Status Determination;
· Credulity Assessment, 
· Analysis supporting reasons writing in Refugee Status Determination
· What constitutes state protection;
· Overview of Exclusion from Refugee Protection
· Adjudication of Sensitive Claims; and
· Practical Challenges of Judging


The Advanced level sessions dealt with topics such as:
· Exclusion on the basis of organized criminality;
· Exclusion on the basis of terrorist activities;
· Gender based persecution;
· Claims of protection based on sexual orientation.
The training sessions were concluded by a round table discussion on the principal issues arising from the topics presented and general commentary.  These discussions were again followed by case studies as practical exercises.
The African Chapter contributed to the advanced sessions in the following manner, Advocate Nigel Holmes contributed to the “Exclusion on the basis of organized crime” as Judicial Commentator. On day 1 of the advanced training, Judge President Dunstan Mlambo contributed as chairperson of the roundtable on the same topic.  While Judge Thami Beshe, contributed on the topic of Gender based persecution as Judicial Commentator. 
CONFERENCE
Under the banner of “A NEW WORLD ON THE MOVE: THE REALITIES OF IRREGULAR MASS MIGRATION AND THE CHALLENGES FACING ASYLUM AND IMMIGRATION JUDGES” the 12th World Conference of the IARMJ commenced on Wednesday 19 February 2020. 
Day 1 of the conference saw the opening ceremonial sessions chaired by Judge Sebastiaan de Groot.  Messages of welcome were presented by Mrs Gabriela Richard Rodrigues, President TAM, Costa Rica, Judge Katelijne Declerck, President IARMJ, Belgium and Mr Michael Soto Rojas, Minister of Public Security, Costa Rica.
Sessions 2 was chaired by Judge Isaac Lenaola and a paper was delivered by Isabel Marques, Deputy Director, UNHCR America on “The Global impact on Refugees”. Michele Klein Solomon, Director of the Migration Policy and Research Department, IOM delivered a paper on “The Global Compact on Migration”.
During session 3 a discussion was held on “The Regional Human Rights Courts”.  Judge Hugo Storey discussed the IARMJ and the human rights approach to the refugee definition: Ottowa ’98 to San Jose ’20, Judge President Dunstan Mlambo, presented on the African Court of Human and People’s Rights and Elizabeth Odio Beniot, President, IACHR on the Inter-American Court on Human Rights. The session was chaired by Dr Harald Doerig.
Papers were presented during session four on “Climate Change Displacement”. Martin Treadwell, Deputy chair, IPT NZ on Tietiota v NC : Imminence and Climate Change. Judge John Mativo, High Court of Kenya on “Environmental Refugees and the OAU Contention. Carole Dahan, Senior Legal Adviser, UNHCR on Climate Change and Disaster Management. Alice Sironi, IOM on Are environmental migrants adequalty protected under international law. The Session was chaired by Judge Michael Hoppe.


The final session for the day was set aside for Chapter meetings in respect of the individual Chapters of the IARMJ.
AFRICAN CHAPTER MEETING
The agenda of the meeting included inter alia:
i. Previous minutes held during conference in Cape Town adopted, proposed by Tjerk Damstra and seconded by Judge Mlambo.
ii. Financial report back given by Tjerk Damstra.
iii. Chapter nomination of Justice Isaac Lenaola (Kenya) for President of the IARMJ
iv. Nominations for the following to remain on the IARMJ council:
· Judge Jody Kollapen
· Judge Zouheir Ben Tanfous
v. New nominations for IARMJ council members:
· West Africa & Francophone – Judge Rigobert Zeba (Ivory Coast)
· East Africa – Judge John Motivo (Kenya)
vi. Review of the Office Bearers for the Africa Chapter and the following nominated and elected in the vacated positions.
· Chapter President – Judge President Dunstan Mlambo (South Africa)
· Deputy President – Judge Zouheir Ben Tanfous (Tunisia)
· Treasurer – Adv Nigel Holmes (South Africa)
· Deputy Treasurer – Judge Patrick Kiage (Kenya)
· Sarie Brits to remain as secretary.
vii. Ivory Coast agreed on hosting the next Regional conference. Dates will be communicated in due course.
viii. Issues on fixed membership fees to the Association agreed on.
Day 2 kicked off with a IARMJ Working Parties Process Meeting with the appointment of Adv Nigel Holmes as rapporteur on the Statelessness Working Group. The first session of the Conference continued entitled “Protection Instruments Beyond the Refugee Convention”.  This was chaired by Judge Esteban Lemus Laporte and the speakers were Domminique Kimmerline, Presidente de la Cour National Du Droit d’Asile, Judge Thami Beshe, South Africa and Brian Barbour, Regional Protection Advisor, Act for Peace.
Session 7 was chaired by Judge Julian Phillips. The speakers on “International Criminal Law- Refugee Exclusion Clauses – Migration and Public Security Issues” were Judge Howard Morrison, Judge of the International Criminal Court who presented a paper on “Exclusion on the Basis of Public Order and National Security” and Maria Bances del Ray, Senior Protection Coordinator, UNHCR America, on “Smuggling and trafficking: protection challenges and impacts on migrant perception”.


The session was following by Breakout meetings to discuss the International Criminal Law and Exclusion in twofold. “Criminalization at Points of Entry and departure” chaired by Yukari Ando from Japan and “When is a Non-Political Crime Serious” chaired by Judge Michael Hoppe from Germany.
Session 9 on “Decision Making” was chaired by Tjerk Damstra and a presentation given by Martha Roche, IPT, NZ on Vicarious Trauma for Refugee Judges.
This session was again following Breakout Meetings to debate the topic under “Social Media and RSD” and “Persuasive Credibility Findings”.
During the evening the delegates attended an official dinner hosted at the Country Club.
Day 3 of the conference the delegates were taken to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights for a tour.
On return the delegates continued with Session 12 on “Latin America Mass Migration and Asylum” which was chaired by Judge Aikaterini Kousopoulou and presentations were given by Charles Gomez-Da Costa, Brazil and Allan Rodrigues Vargas, Judge of the Migratory Administrative Court, Costa Rica.
Session 13 on Artificial Intelligence and Data Analysis was chaired by Justice Russel Zim. A presentation on Technology on the Margins: Artificial Intelligence, Migration and Human Rights were given by Jim Guszca, US Chief Data scientist, Deloitte Consulting and also by Professor Petra Molnar, Faculty of Law, University of Toronto.
IARMJ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The final session of the day was the AGM of the IARMJ during which time the Management Board of the IARMJ were elected.
ii. Isaac Lenaola (Kenya) – President
iii. Catherine Koutsopolou (Greece) – Vice President
iv. Martin Treadwell - Secretary
v. John Bouwman - Treasurer 
vi. Chapter Heads
· Dunstan Mlambo (Africa Chapter)
· Esteban Lemus Laporte (Americas Chapter)
· Martin Treadwell (Asia Pacific Chapter)
· Bostjan Zalar (European Chapter)
vii. Supervisory Council Members
· Judith Gleeson (UK) – Council Chair
· Joy Torres (Philippines) – Council Deputy Chair
· Zouheir Ben Tanfous (Tunisia)
· Johan Berg (Norway)
· Sylvie Cossy (Switzerland)
· Rolf Driver (Australia)
· Michael Hoppe (Germany)
· Dominique Kimmerlin (France)
· Jody Kollapen (South Africa)
· Clara Santos Pimenta Alves (Brazil)
· Hugo Storey (UK)
· Russel W Zinn (Canada)
CONCLUSIONS 
The conference proceedings were ended off by a closing event hosted by the Ms Epsy Campbell Barr, Vice President of Costa Rica.  The Conference was deemed a success by all attendees. 
It is our pleasure to report that the IARMJ is now lead by Judges from Africa and this holds great opportunities for the development of immigration and refugee Judges in Africa and their influence internationally.  The partnership and support provided by the UNHCR is cemented and will serve our future development.  
The IARMJ Africa Chapter wish to thank the UNHCR for its continued support of the development of Judges in this field.  We hope that the relationship will grow going forward and resume after the containment of the Covid19 pandemic for the betterment of the protection of refugees. 

JUDGE PRESIDENT DUNSTAN MLAMBO
PRESIDENT: AFRICA CHAPTER
2020/5/20
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