JIFA/IARMJ ONLINE REFUGEE LAW TRAINING FOR REFUGEE APPEAL AUTHORITIES
24-27 JULY 2023

Day 1, Monday 24 July

	9.00 – 9.30
	Welcome and introduction


	Judge President Dunstan Mlambo, High Court of South Africa

	9.30 – 10.00
	Session 1:  Historical development of International Refugee Law
· 1951 UN Convention and 1967 Protocol
· 1969 OAU Convention
· Development of domestic refugee legislation 
	
Jacob van Garderen, The Public Interest Practice

	10.00 – 11.00
	Session 2: Inclusion: Refugee definition in 1951 UN Convention
 
	Richard Grindell (UNHCR)

	11.00 – 11.15
	Health break
	

	11.15 – 12.00
	Session 2: Inclusion: Refugee definition in 1951 UN Convention (Continues)

	Richard Grindell (UNHCR)

	12.00 – 13.00
	Session 3: Refugee definition: 1969 OAU Refugee Convention

	Jacob van Garderen, The Public Interest Practice

	13.00 – 14:00
	Lunch break
	

	14:00 – 15:30
	Group exercise on the application of refugee law concepts

	Richard Grindell (UNHCR)



Day 2, Tuesday 25 July

	9:00 – 10:30
	Session 4: Exclusion from refugee status 
	Kimani Ndung’u

	10:30 – 11:15
	Group exercise on exclusion 
	Kimani Ndung’u

	11:15 – 11:30
	Break
	

	11:30 – 13:00
	Session 5: Finding accurate country of origin information, legal resources and caselaw (Refworld, AfricanLii, ecoi.net etc)
	Mariya Badeva-Bright (AfricanLii)


	13:00 – 14:00
	Lunch
	

	14.30 – 16.00
	Session 6: Establishing the Facts in an Asylum Claim (including credibility)
	Sarah-Jane Savage



Day 3, Wednesday 26 July

	9.00 – 11.00
	Session 7: Conducting an appeal hearing
· Principles of procedural fairness and administrative justice
· Use of interpreters
· Role of legal representatives
Making decisions
Applying the correct standard and burden of proof
	Richard / Sarah-Jane or Jacob

	11:00 – 11:15
	Health break
	

	11:15 – 12.30
	Group exercise
	

	12.30 – 13.30
	Lunch break
	

	13:30 – 15:00
	Session 8: Talk/ Discussion: “What is your role as a panel member?” 

	Dr Mathilda Twomey-Woods, Justice of Appeal, Seychelles. JIFA Academic Director



Day 4, Thursday 27 July

	9:00 – 10:00
	Session 9: Talk/ Discussion: Critical Listening Skills at Appeal Hearings
	Dr Joelle Barnes

	10:00 – 11:30
	Session 10: Talk/ Discussion: Unconscious Bias 
	Mathilda Twomey


	11.30 – 11.45
	Health break
	

	11.45 -13:00
	Session 11: Talk/Discussion: What judges find difficult with judgment writing   

	Mathilda Twomey


	13:00 – 14.00
	Lunch break
	

	14.00 – 15.00
	Talk/Discussion: Decision writing principles 
	Mathilda Twomey and Joelle Barnes


	15.00 – 15.30
	Session 9: Reading and Review of Case Study Papers

	Mathilda Twomey and Joelle Barnes




Day 5, Friday 28 July

	9.00 – 11.00
	Group writing exercise - Panel members prepare their decisions

	Mathilda Twomey and Joelle Barnes


	11.00 – 11.15
	Health break
	

	11:15 – 13.00
	Panel members deliver their decisions followed by discussion
	Mathilda Twomey and Joelle Barnes


	15.45 – 16.00
	Closure
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